Theatre for Hospitals initiative
Evaluation summary
Children in hospital have limited access to the arts and the magic of theatre. The Theatre
for Hospitals initiative provides children in hospital and their families with a transformative
experience, enabling them to experience a high-quality arts performance, where an
emphasis upon the imaginative art of narrative and storytelling, can re-invent a clinical space.

100%
distracted
from being in
hospital

96% had
their boredom
alleviated

100% of
patients
relaxed

Being in hospital can be a scary and lonely time for a child. The performances aim to make that
difficult time a little easier. Our artistic mission is to ensure that all hospitalised children, their families
and medical staff can engage in an uplifting and inclusive theatrical experience. We can provide
a sense of relief and a feeling of precious normality for children who are often unable to access
any stimulating or fun activities. To some, the performances will be their first experience of theatre.
“I just wanted to say thank you for the lovely performance of Rhyming
Capers at Great Ormond Street hospital last week. My son was an
inpatient and the show really cheered him up and brought him some
entertainment from the “outside world”. The actors were so engaging
and funny, and it was wonderful to see my son laugh! I wish you all
the best for your future plans and hope the hospital scheme will be a
success.” Rohani (Parent)
“I liked the rhymes best, the show was really nice” Yara, 5 years
“One little girl came in for an op this morning.
She won’t remember this morning now, she’ll only
remember how fun this was. I suppose that’s the
idea.” ”One little girl came in for an op this morning.
She won’t remember this morning now, she’ll only
remember how fun this was. I suppose that’s the
idea.” Joanne (Senior play specialist)
“I really liked the snail. He’s my favourite. He made
me smile.” Abby, 6 years

In the press
“The youngsters were delighted with the performance,
which featured songs, colourful characters and an
inventive storyline”
Oldham Chronicle, May 2015

Our production of Rhyming Capers is designed to be staged within a limited space, with emphasis
on character and song. It has been performed in, in patient play rooms, out patient waiting rooms,
at the bed side, in side bays and on a dialysis unit. The plot is driven by a snail who is lost and
confused in new surroundings, taking the audience on a journey to meet a range of different nursery
rhyme characters. The aim is to build empathy with the audience and for children to identify with the
individual situations.
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As part of the initiative we asked the children to respond to the performance by drawing a picture of
writing a poem on a template of a medal. Here are some examples of the medals we received back.
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